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p 2 SPECIFIC 2.2.4q
GUIDANCE FOR EMPLOYERS ON CONTROLLING

Crystalline Silica / Silice cristalline EXPOS U RE To RCS | N TH E WO RK PLAC E

GOOD PRACTICES FOR BULK ROAD
TANKER UNLOADING (BLOWING OFF)

This activity covers the discharge of silica sand and flour products from a road tanker into a storage silo,
particularly dry materials.

] ACCESS

Restrict access to the work area to authorised personnel only.

/&3 DESIGN AND EQUIPMENT —

HOSE FITTED
WITH
Road Tanker T ks
* Limit the discharge rate to the design capacity of the siLo
.. . . . . 1 ISOLATION
receiving silo and dust extraction unit. Offloading pressures ] VALVE LoRDING
should be agreed with the silo operator. — CONTROLS
* Tanker offloading pipes, connectors and seals must be — DISCHARGE
. . . . . — VISIBLE FROM
designed to withstand the high air pressures and abrasion ol PRODUCT LOADING
PLATES
associated with blowing operations. ]
* Note that there will be a surge of air pressure as the last — ] I stRap
sand/flour is blown into a silo. Hence the need for constant
supervision of offloading operations.
Customer silo * Pipework and ductwork should be designed to minimise
* Storage silos should be purchased only from shock losses (caused by bends, constrictions efc.); to minimise
reputable suppliers. dead spots where material may accumulate and to facilitate

learing of blockages.
* Appropriate engineering design methods should be easy clearing of blockages

employed to ensure adequate structural strength. * Silo connection points should be located as close as possible

. to the delivery tanker parking area. This will eliminate the need
* Engineering controls must be employed to prevent over-

pressurisation of the silo while it is being filled. Ensure that
the silos are equipped with pressure relief devices and high * Safe means of access should be provided to those parts
level alarms. They must also have dust extraction systems to of the silo requiring inspection and maintenance.

remove and clean the displaced air. >< MAINTENANCE

¢ Silo dust extraction units must be fitted with filters that are
appropriate to the particle size range of the product.

for long lengths of flexible hose.

*  Maintain pipes/hoses, connectors and seals in good

condition to reduce the likelihood of dust escaping
*  Offloading pressures should be agreed with the during blowing operations.

tank tor. . . N
anker operator * Dust exiraction systems on silos must be maintained

* Note that flour products have varying bulk density. Put in accordance with manufacturers’ instructions.
in place procedures to ensure that silos are not overfilled.

¢ Silos should be equipped with a dust extraction
system to prevent the emission of dust from the silo
during tanker offloading.
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Crystalline Silica / Silice cristalline

/O EXAMINATION AND TESTING

A competent person should test the performance
of dust extraction systems at least annually.

* Tanker drivers should check the condition of pipes/hoses
and seals daily and obtain replacements as necessary.

e Any faults with the pipes/hoses/connectors and silo dust
extraction systems must be reported as soon as possible
so that remedial action can be taken.

* Putin place measures of controlling the risk of bacterial growth
within water sources used across site, focusing most on systems
where water droplets will be generated.

~ CLEANING AND
HOUSEKEEPING

* The tanker offloading area should be kept clean and tidy.
* Clean your workplace on a regular basis.
* Deal with spills immediately.

* DO NOT clean up with a dry
brush or using compressed air.

*  Use vacuum or wet cleaning methods.

2.~ TRAINING

*  Give your employees information on the health effects
associated with respirable crystalline silica dust.

EXPOSURE TO RCS IN THE WORKPLACE

* Provide employees with training on: dust exposure prevention;
checking controls are working and using them; when and how
to use any respiratory protective equipment provided and what
to do if something goes wrong. Refer to task guidance sheet
2.3.4 and part 1 of the Good Practice Guide.

@ SUPERVISION

Ensure procedures are in place to prevent overfilling of silos.

* Have a system to check that dust control measures are
in place and that they are being followed. Refer to task
guidance sheet 2.3.3.

*  Employers should make sure that employees have
all the means to perform the checklist given below.

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE
EQUIPMENT

* Refer to task guidance sheet 2.1.15 dedicated to
Personal Protective Equipment.

¢ Risk assessment must be carried out to check the
effectiveness of control measures.

* Respiratory protective equipment (with the appropriate
protection factor) may need to be worn when disconnecting
the offloading pipe at the back of the tanker, when remedying
any escape of dust or in the event control measures fail.

* Provide storage facilities to keep personal protective equipment
clean when not in use. Replace this equipment at infervals
recommended by suppliers.

EMPLOYEE CHECKLIST

I:l Tanker drivers must
supervise their offloading
operations at all times.

I:l Look for signs of damage,
wear or poor operation
of any equipment used. If
you find any problems, fell
your supervisor.

Agree offloading
pressures with
the customer.

Check the condition
of pipes, hoses and
connectors daily.

[]

If you think there is a problem
with your dust control
equipment, ensure addjtional
control measures are taken

to reduce exposure to
respirable crystalline

silica dust while the

problem persists.

]
]

I:l Clean up spillages

of sand and flour

I:l Use, maintain and
store any respiratory
protective equipment
provided in accordance
with instructions.

immediately, using
wet cleaning methods.

I:l Wear a dust mask when it
is necessary to enter dusty
areas in order to rectify
any escape of dust, or
in the event other control
measures fail.

Check and implement the
measures of controlling
the risk of bacterial
growth within water
sources used across site,
focusing most on systems
where water droplets will
be generated.

[]

This guidance sheet is aimed at employers to help them comply with the requirements
of workplace health and safety legislation, by controlling exposure to respirable
crystalline silica. Specifically, this sheet provides advice on how to minimise the
release of airborne dust when blowing off a road tanker of silica sand or flour.

Following the key points of this task guidance sheet will help reduce exposure.

Depending on the specific circumstances of each case, it may not be necessary to
apply all of the control measures identified in this sheet in order to minimise exposure

to respirable crystalline silica. i.e. to apply appropriate protection and prevention
measures. This document should also be made available to persons who may be
exposed to respirable crystalline silica in the workplace, in order that they may
make the best use of the control measures which are implemented.

This sheet forms part of the Good Practices Guide on silica dust prevention, which
is aimed specifically at the control of personal exposure to respirable crystalline

silica dust in the workplace.

This is part of the NEPSI Good Practice Guide — visit guide.nepsi.eu/sheets for further information.
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